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Welcome to NERGC 2017! 
 

The New England Regional Genealogical Consortium, Inc. (NERGC) invites you to join us at our fourteenth Conference 
26-29 April 2017 at the MassMutual Convention Center in the heart of historic Springfield, Massachusetts.  Between 
now and April, we’ll be continuing to provide updates on the Conference through periodic E-zines like this one.  Continue 
to follow our E-zines to keep up-to-date on the planning and the excitement of this Conference, and please share them -- 
and the conference brochure -- with your friends, associates,  and anyone else you feel may be interested in attending the 
Conference.  Of course there are other things planned that will be a secret until they happen during this wonderful 
event! 
 

Why attend a genealogical conference such as NERGC? Check out this article by Dave Robison, a member of the 
Connecticut Society of Genealogists' Board of Governors and a Chair of NERGC 
2017: http://www.csginc.org/csg_news.php?id=121 
 

IMPORTANT REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
"Early Bird" registration ($120) ended 28 February 2017.  Conference registrations are now $150, and 
registrants may encounter difficulty in registering for some workshops.  Cancellations received or postmarked 
before 10 April 2017 will be subject to a $15.00 processing fee.  No refunds will be available after 10 April 
2017. 
 

 ITS NOT TOO LATE TO ODER MEALS, WORKSHOPS, AND SYLLABUS 
Are you one of the hundreds joining us in Springfield, MA for NERGC 2017? Review your registration - did you mark 
the sessions you plan to attend (but note that your interest in specific lectures neither obligates you to attend nor 
guarantees you a space for those sessions; we use that information to determine the room assignments/sizes), did 
you include the meals you'd like, did you remember the workshops you want to attend, and did you order a 
syllabus?  It's not too late to make additions now, but there are upcoming deadlines for ordering some 

things, and meals, workshops, and the syllabus will NOT be available for purchasing on-site.  If you 
registered online, you can access your account and add items.  If you registered by paper, you can send a 
copy of that registration, mark on it PREVIOUSLY REGISTERED, and indicate what you're adding.  
Questions?  Send an email to MChoppa@myfairpoint.net explaining what you would like to add to your 
registration. 

 

A REMINDER FOR THOSE WITH SPECIAL MEAL REQUIREMENTS OR ADA SPECIAL NEEDS 
 Registrants with special meal requirement and/or mobility, hearing or visual special needs as outlined in 
the American with Disabilities Act must detail those requirements in writing to NERGC by 15 March 2017. 
 

If you're registering by mail, note the two comment boxes where you can list your needs on the last page of the 
brochure.  If you are registering  online, use the two comment boxes in the personal information section of the 
registration to note your needs. 
 

Already registered but have questions about access to area transportation, equipment, assistive hearing devices, special 
seating options and other accommodations you may need?  Feel free to email Pamela Roberts, PT, EdD. or call her at 
860-486-2406. 
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HOTEL UPDATE 
With the Springfield Marriott already sold out and the Sheraton Springfield approaching a sellout, we have 
added an additional Conference Hotel -- the Hilton Garden Inn Springfield. 
 
Hotel Address: 800 Hall of Fame Ave. 
   Springfield, MA  01105 
Group Name:  New England Regional Genealogical Consortium 2017 
Group Code:  NERGC 
Phone:  413-246-0755 
Online reservations:  
http://hiltongardeninn.hilton.com/en/gi/groups/personalized/S/SFYMAGI-NERGC-
20170425/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG 
 

DID YOU ORDER YOUR COPY OF THE SYLLABUS? 
April 1 is the deadline for ordering a syllabus on a 2GB Flash Drive or a printed copy of the syllabus (remember, it’s 
heavy).  Those registering after April  1 are not guaranteed a syllabus.  All registrants will have online access to the 
syllabus approximately one week prior the Conference. 
 

DON'T FORGET THE MEALS! 
Attendees of past Conferences have provided feedback showing that the sharing, socializing, and networking that occurs 
at the meals were among the most meaningful parts of the Conference.  Don’t miss the opportunity for convenient, 
delicious meals, socialization, and networking with other participants.  You may register for meals at the time you 
register for the Conference, using the paper registration form or online or may still add them even if you registered 
previously.   
 

LUNCHEONS AND BANQUETS 
All luncheons and banquets offer a choice of entrées at varying prices; see the last page of the Registration Brochure for 
menu options, and then register by using the paper registration form on the back page of the Brochure or online.  
Luncheons and Banquets MUST BE Pre-Ordered by 15 April 2017. 
 

THURSDAY EVENING BOX SUPPER 
Order a box supper for a quick evening meal so you can enjoy all the activities!  Our dining room will be available for 
seating.  Box suppers MUST BE Pre-Ordered by 1 April 2017.  Choices: Italian Sub, Turkey Club, Chicken Caesar Wrap, or 
a Vegetarian Option.  Includes chips, sweet treat, fruit and soft drink.  Cost is $20. 
 

CONTINENTAL BREAKFASTS 
Start your day with a Continental Breakfast, served at the Mass Mutual Center Thursday, Friday and Saturday mornings 
from 7:00-8:30 A.M.  The menu includes coffee, decaf, or tea; assorted chilled juices; freshly baked breads and bagels; 
and fruit preserves, cream cheese, and butter.  Cost is $14.  Breakfasts MUST BE Pre-ordered by 15 April 2017. 
 
 

EXHIBIT HALL UPDATE 
With over 50 exhibitors and vendors, everyone is sure to find something of interest in NERGC's Exhibit Hall.  
The Exhibit Hall will be on the first floor of the MassMutual Center, and the public is invited to visit the 

vendors at no cost. Conference registration is not required.  Looking to learn more about your ethnic 
heritage?  Be sure to talk to those representing  genealogical societies with an emphasis on Irish, Swedish, 
Polish, and American-French research.  Are you researching in specific locations?  Be sure to speak with any 
of the numerous groups who are based in New England and New York.  For a complete list of vendors, with 
links to their websites, visit http://www.nergc.org/exhibit-hall/. 
 

Also, please note that with all of the booths in the Exhibit Hall already sold and a strong interest from additional 
vendors looking to exhibit during the conference, it has become necessary to eliminate the "Presentation Area" 
and the Exhibitor presentations within the Exhibit Hall.  We regret that we needed to make this decision and 
appreciate your understanding. 
 

The Exhibit Hall will be open Thursday and Friday, 9:00am-5:00pm and on Saturday, 9:00am-3:30 pm. 
 

http://hiltongardeninn.hilton.com/en/gi/groups/personalized/S/SFYMAGI-NERGC-20170425/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG
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https://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?EventID=1842529
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WEDNESDAY EVENING NERGC @ MOSH 
Join us for a fun and informative social evening at the Lyman & Merrie Wood Museum of Springfield History and 
Archives (which the locals refer to as "MOSH").  The event will take place in the "Great Hall".  Refreshments will 
include cheese, fruit, hors d'oeuvres, and mini dessert pastries with a cash bar.  All attendees will be treated to a 
private tour of the museum facilities and the enormous collection stored in the archives in the lower level of the 
building.  The Library and Archives holds a large collection of French Canadian records, the Loiselle Index, over 
20,000 genealogy books, 6,000 microforms, 25,000 photos, and 1.3 million archival documents, as well as diaries, 
deeds, account books, land transfer documents, and photographs, some of which date back to 1636 and the 
founding of Springfield by Willliam Pynchon. 
 
 

BUS TOUR OF GENEALOGICAL SITES 
Interested to learn more about where you can do genealogical research in Western Massachusetts? A Bus Tour of 
significant genealogical sites in the greater Springfield area will be held Wednesday, April  26, 2017 from 10am to 
2pm with stops at the Calvin Coolidge Presidential Room at the Forbes Genealogical Library, Springfield Armory 
Museum (est. 1777 by George Washington), and Springfield Cemetery, which has burials dating to the late 1600s.  
You can return to any of these sites on your own for research during your time in Springfield. Cost: $35; lunch 
available on your own at the Irish Cultural Center “Pub”, which will have a collection of artifacts and books on 
display.   
 
 
 
 

MORE THINGS TO DO IN AND AROUND SPRINGFIELD 
Looking for something to do besides genealogy while you’re in Springfield?  We’ve put a lot of suggestions for 
fun activities on the NERGC Hospitality Activities page . You can mix and match activities to create a day-long 
itinerary. Deerfield and Amherst are about half an hour away, and Northampton is even closer. 
 

There is tons to do in Northampton, from shows at the theatre to shopping in charming and unusual shops, 
especially WEBS, the yarn megastore that will make any crafter swoon.  Visit the Botanical Garden for some 
beauty and fresh air. 
 

Why not pop up to Historic Deerfield for a day?  It is a museum consisting of many 17th homes beautifully 
restored to authentic period condition.  Stop in to the Yankee Candle Shop and sniff to your heart’s content, 
something you can’t do online.  Finish up with a visit to the Butterfly Conservatory to clear your head! 
 

Amherst, the home of UMass Amherst, and a cute college town, features the home of Emily Dickinson, the Eric 
Carle picturebook museum, and, if you just can’t help yourself, some amazing research resources in the 
UMass Library’s Special Collections.  Pop over to see beautiful Quabbin Reservoir, flooded in the early 20th 
century to provide drinking water for Boston. 
 

Or if you’d rather just chill, we’ve included a couple of breweries, too! 
 
 

TECHNOLOGY DAY 
NERGC’s Third Tech Day will be held on Wednesday, 26 April 2017 from 8:45-3:45 p.m. at the Mass Mutual Center 
and provides the opportunity for genealogists to review items that are focused on a technically oriented audience 
and might not otherwise be included in a general conference trying to reach a broad audience. There are two tracks: 
 
Track 1, Research with Technology features 
"Project Management: Your Genealogy Project; Your ANYTHING Project" with Jennifer Baldwin 
"Creating Family History EBooks: Your Blueprint for Success" with Lisa Alzo 
"Using Pintrest for Genealogy" with Pamela Guye Holland 
"Free Genealogy Classes, Webinars, and Online Learning" with Dayna Jacobs 
 
Track 2, Advanced Tools features 
"Beyond Pedigree Charts: Using Genealogy Software's Research Tools" with Dayna Jacobs 
"Evernote for Everything Else" with Jennifer Patterson Dondero 
"MyHeritage's Unique Matching Technologies" with Daniel Horowitz 
"There's an App for That" with Donna Moughty 
 
The cost is $50 per person for whichever track you choose.  Lunch is not included; you are invited to join the DNA 
group for their lunch at an additional cost of $24. 

http://www.nergc.org/activities-2/


 
 

SOCIETY MANAGEMENT DAY 
For the first time, NERGC is offering a special Track geared toward society leaders, members, and those 
interested in making societies thrive and grow.  Meet other society leaders, discuss your situations, and learn 
from the presenters.  The cost is $50.  Lunch is not included, but you are you are invited to join the DNA group 

for their lunch at an additional cost of $24.  To find out more about Society Management Day, check out: 
http://blog.demandinggenealogist.com/2017/02/nergc-2017-premieres-society-management.html 
 

KNOW A YOUNG PERSON WITH AN INTEREST IN GENEALOGY? 
We're offering a special Conference rate of $75 for students aged 16 and under—half the adult rate. 
Students do, however, need to pay full price for meals, workshops, and syllabus. This special rate is 
not available online.  For assistance in registering a student, email Pauline Cusson at 
pcusson@att.net or Mary Choppa at MChoppa@myfairpoint.net. 
 

LIBRARIANS DAY UPDATE 
Breaking News! Robert (Bob) Charles Anderson of NEHGS will be a guest speaker during the 2017 NERGC Librarians’ Day 
luncheon being held on April 26 and sponsored by ProQuest.  He will discuss The Great Migration Study Project and his 
latest research.  You won’t want to miss out on this rare opportunity to hear Bob share his tremendous genealogical 
knowledge and expertise!   Pre-registration is required, and seating is limited.  Click here to register for the Librarians’ 
Day program -- or the full conference.   
 
Special thanks to ProQuest and its representative Bill Forsyth for continued sponsorship of the Librarians Day event. 
Starting back in 2007 with the first Librarians Day in Hartford, ProQuest has generously sponsored the luncheon for this 
Wednesday event. In 2017 this sponsorship includes support to bring us our featured speaker, Curt Witcher of the Allen 
County Public Library, as well as the luncheon speaker Robert Charles Anderson, Director of The Great Migration Study 
Project. NERGC especially appreciates Bill’s dedication to our event and to the community of librarians and historians 
specializing in genealogical research. His outstanding contributions to the field were recognized in 2014 by the History 
Section within ALA when he received the Genealogical Publishing Company award for professional achievement in 
historical reference and research librarianship. Bill is a recognized expert in genealogy, a past chair of the Local History 
Committee of RUSA, and a frequent speaker at genealogy events. 

  

ANCESTORS ROAD SHOW 
Come share the who, what, when, and where of your research problem with an expert at the NERGC 
Ancestors Road Show in the Exhibit Hall!  We have an exciting lineup of expert volunteers in many specialties 
to provide more than 150 consults for attendees!  Consults are limited to one per registered attendee and are 
available on a first-come, first-served basis until spaces fill each day.   
 

PLEASE NOTE THIS CHANGE FROM WHAT APPEARS IN THE CONFERENCE BROCHURE:  
Registration for Friday consults will be open at the Ancestor Road Show area in the Exhibit Hall 
from 11:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. on Thursday and will continue on Friday morning beginning at 9:30 
a.m.  Registration for Saturday consults will open on Friday from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. and will 
continue on Saturday morning beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
For questions please contact jenzinck@gmail.com. 
Consultants please sign up online at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0949a9a82aa6fd0-nergc. 
 

SOCIETY FAIR 
With less than eight weeks to the conference, there are still groups making inquiry about participating in the Society 
Fair.  Don’t be left out.  There is still room and time to sign up.  The Society Fair is Thursday, April 27th, from 5:30 P.M. to 
7 P.M.  Don’t forget it’s FREE!  You can get more information or register by contacting Phyllis Day, Society Fair Chair, at 
phyl@meganet.net.   
 
As an attendee, be sure to set this time aside on Thursday evening to visit and view all of the societies.  No distractions; 
open space and lots to see! 

http://blog.demandinggenealogist.com/2017/02/nergc-2017-premieres-society-management.html
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LIBRARIES, ARCHIVES AND MUSEUMS SHOWCASE 
Highlights of Two Saturday Participating Organizations 
Sturgis Library is a public library and research archive located in Barnstable Village on Cape Cod.  The collections focus 
on Cape Cod history, genealogy, and the maritime trades from 1600 to 1900.  The collections include family genealogies 
and original papers, correspondence, business and legal documents, photographs, ships ledgers, maps, and much more.  
They also own over 2,000 Cape Cod deeds dating back to the 17th century and are in the process of indexing these 
deeds in an online database that, when complete, will be fully searchable and contain digitized images of the deeds.  The 
Library will demonstrate the database, and bring samples of original and digitized deeds, as well as other library 
materials that show how this deed database, used in conjunction with more traditional resources, can greatly enhance 
genealogical research. 
 
The Ferreira-Mendes Portuguese-American Archives has taken on the task of digitizing all known Portuguese language 
newspapers published in the United States and intended to be read by a Portuguese-American audience.  To date, the 
FMPAA has digitized over 250 000 pages of text in 21 newspapers published in Massachusetts, California and Hawaii. 
 
There will be more information on the other organizations in upcoming E-zines.  Be sure to watch for them.   Something 
for everyone! There is still room and time for additional organizations to sign up.  Don’t forget it’s FREE!  You can get 
more information or register by contacting Phyllis Day, Libraries and Archives Chair, at phyl@meganet.net. 
 

 

CALL FOR CONFERENCE VOLUNTEERS 
Did you know that NERGC's Conference is a totally volunteer-run event?  We're still looking for additional 
volunteers to help out at the Conference.  Contact Mary Choppa at MChoppa@myfairpoint.net for more 
information.  One volunteer need is outlined below.  We'll be publishing additional roles you can volunteer for in 
future E-zines and on the NERGC Web page, so keep an eye out for a way to be a major part of this great 
event. 

 
On-site Evaluation Chair Seeks One or Two More Data Entry Volunteers 

Many thanks to those who already signed up!  We can make light of the work by adding a few more people to do 10 to 
15 hours of data entry between 29 April and 26 May 2017.  You may volunteer “just for the FUN of it” as a way to help 
NERGC provide this valuable feedback to speakers and NERGC leaders for future conference, OR to assist your 
Participating Society in meeting conference volunteer-hour expectations. 
To volunteer, please e-mail Pam Roberts with “NERGC On-Site Evals” as the subject and include: 

 Your full name. 

 Name of the Participating Society for volunteer hour credits if appropriate. 

 Preferred E-mail to receive your Excel workbook template. 

 The best way to reach you during the conference (if you are attending) and your preferred way to communicate 
both before and after the Conference.  

Pam is available to answer any questions about the task before, during, and after the Conference.   THANK YOU FOR 
CONSIDERING THE REQUEST. 

 
 

   
WANT TO RECEIVE THE E-ZINE?  
To sign up for the E-zine, please contact  
Richard Roberts: RCR1861@Gmail.com 
and use "Subscribe NERGC E-zine" as the subject of 
the message.  
 

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK:  

    www.facebook.com/NERGC 
 

VISIT OUR BLOG: 

    www.NERGC.blogspot.com
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