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Welcome to NERGC 2017! 
 

The New England Regional Genealogical Consortium, Inc. (NERGC) invites you to join us at our fourteenth Conference 
26-29 April 2017 at the MassMutual Convention Center in the heart of historic Springfield, Massachusetts.  Between 
now and April, we’ll be continuing to provide updates on the Conference through periodic E-zines like this one.  Continue 
to follow our E-zines to keep up-to-date on the planning and the excitement of this Conference, and please share them -- 
and the conference brochure -- with your friends, associate,  and anyone else you feel may be interested in attending the 
Conference.  Of course there are other things planned that will be a secret until they happen during this wonderful 
event! 
 

FINAL REMINDER: “EARLY BIRD” DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 28 
Don't miss the chance to register for the 14th New England Regional Genealogical Conference before 
the Early Bird Deadline ends on Feb. 28th.  A pdf version of the Conference brochure is available here.  It contains 
the full Conference schedule, summaries of lectures, speaker biographies, and information on available luncheons, 
banquets, research tour and special events.  Register online here.  To register by mail, see the last page of the brochure. 

Save $30 - Register before February 28th! 

 

 
 

At NERGC 2017 you'll find: 
 Featured Speakers: Kenyatta D. Berry, 

F. Warren Bittner, & Thomas MacEntee 
 Opening Session Speaker Mary Tedesco 
 Over 94 lectures to choose from, with 

levels ranging from beginner to expert 
 Beginning DNA Day, Librarians' Day, 

Professional Genealogist Day, Society 
Management Day, Technology Day 

 Exhibit Hall 

 Society Fair 
 Libraries, Archives, and Museums 

Showcase 
 Special Workshops 
 Special Interest Groups 
 The Ancestors Road Show 
 Genealogical Research Tour 
 Socializing and Networking 
 and much, much more. 

Sign up for NERGC today! 

http://www.nergc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Program-Brochure-12-14.pdf
https://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?EventID=1842529


IMPORTANT REGISTRATION 
INFORMATION 

As noted above, "Early Bird" registration ($120) ends 28 
February 2017.  Any registrations postmarked after that 
date are $150; those registrants may encounter 
difficulty in registering for meals and workshops, or in 
receiving a printed syllabus.  Cancellations received or 
postmarked before 10 April 2017 will be subject to a 
$15.00 processing fee.  No refunds are available after 10 
April 2017.  

HOTEL UPDATE 
 

Rooms at the Springfield Marriott are now virtually 
sold out.  Rooms at the Sheraton Springfield Monarch 
Place are going fast.  Don’t be disappointed by missing 
out on the camaraderie and atmosphere of being with 
your fellow genealogists at one of the Conference 
hotels.  Make your hotel reservation today, and be sure 
to identify yourself as a NERGC attendee to get the 
conference rate!   

 

SYLLABUS OPTIONS 
A reminder that those registering by 1 April may elect to purchase either a syllabus on a 2GB Flash Drive or a printed 
copy of the syllabus (remember, it’s heavy).  Those registering after 1 April are not guaranteed a syllabus.  All registrants 
will have online access to the syllabus approximately one week prior the Conference. 
 

KNOW A YOUNG PERSON WITH AN INTEREST IN GENEALOGY? 
We're now offering a special Conference rate for students aged 16 and under—half the adult rate 
(e.g., $60 by 28 February; $75 after 28 February). Students do, however, need to pay full price for 
meals, workshops, and syllabus. This special rate is not available online.  For assistance in 
registering a student, email Pauline Cusson at pcusson@att.net or Mary Choppa at 
MChoppa@myfairpoint.net. 
 

REMINDER -- YOU CAN STILL ADD MEALS AND WORKSHOPS! 
Don’t miss out on something you want to do.  If you've already registered for the Conference but you weren’t 
sure about meals, workshops, or other activities, it's not too late to add them!  If you registered online, you can 
access your account and add items.  If you registered by paper, you can send a copy of that registration, mark 
on it PREVIOUSLY REGISTERED, and indicate what you're adding.  Questions?  Send an email to 
MChoppa@myfairpoint.net explaining what you would like to add to your registration. 
 

DON’T MISS THE MEALS! 
Attendees of past Conferences have provided feedback showing that the sharing, socializing, and networking that occurs 
at the meals were among the most meaningful parts of the Conference.  Don’t miss the opportunity for convenient, 
delicious meals, socialization, and networking with other participants.  You may register for meals at the time you 
register for the Conference, using the paper registration form or online or may still add them even if you registered 
previously.  However, a reminder that although NERGC will make every effort to accommodate those registering after 15 
April 2017, meal choices and availability are not guaranteed. 
 

LUNCHEONS AND BANQUETS 
All luncheons and banquets offer a choice of entrées at varying prices; see the last page of the Registration Brochure for 
menu options, and then register by using the paper registration form on the back page of the Brochure or online. 
 

THURSDAY EVENING BOX SUPPER 
It’s a long day and it’s going to be a busy evening – order a box supper for a quick evening meal so you can enjoy all the 
activities!  Our dining room will be available for seating.  Box suppers MUST BE Pre-Ordered by 1 April 2017.  Choices: 
Italian Sub, Turkey Club, Chicken Caesar Wrap, or a Vegetarian Option.  Includes chips, sweet treat, fruit and soft drink.  
Cost is $20. 
 

CONTINENTAL BREAKFASTS 
Start your day with a Continental Breakfast, served at the Mass Mutual Center Thursday, Friday and Saturday mornings 
from 7:00-8:30 A.M.  The menu includes coffee, decaf, or tea; assorted chilled juices; freshly baked breads and bagels; 
and fruit preserves, cream cheese, and butter.  Cost is $14. 

http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/bdlma-springfield-marriott/
http://www.sheratonspringfield.com/
http://www.sheratonspringfield.com/
mailto:pcusson@att.net
mailto:MChoppa@myfairpoint.net
mailto:MChoppa@myfairpoint.net
https://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?EventID=1842529
https://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?EventID=1842529


PARKING AT NERGC 2017 
 

There is no specific parking associated with the 
MassMutual Center. Therefore, while parking is 
available at the garage across the street, we are 
unable to offer a special parking rate.  Daily parking is 
also available at both of the Conference hotels, just a 
few blocks away. 
 
 
 

 

WORKSHOP FOCUS:  MILITARY 
RECORDS 

Military records aren't just for war research.  They can 
tell us about an ancestor's family and the full span of 
life.  Join nationally recognized military expert Craig 
Scott Wednesday from 3:30-5:30 p.m. to learn how to 
research your ancestor's life story using military and 
pension records.  Cost of the workshop is $30 and 
requires advance registration. 

 

ANCESTORS ROAD SHOW 
  

Come share the who, what, when, and where of your research problem with an expert at the NERGC 
Ancestors Road Show in the Exhibit Hall!  We have an exciting lineup of expert volunteers in many specialties 
to provide more than 150 consults for attendees!  Consults are limited to one per registered attendee and are 
available on a first-come, first-served basis until spaces fill each day.  
 
PLEASE NOTE THIS CHANGE FROM WHAT APPEARS IN THE CONFERENCE BROCHURE:  
Registration for Friday consults will be open at the Ancestor Road Show area in the Exhibit Hall 
from 11:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. on Thursday and will continue on Friday morning beginning at 9:30 
a.m.  Registration for Saturday consults will open on Friday from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. and will 
continue on Saturday morning beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
 
For questions please contact jenzinck@gmail.com. 
Consultants please sign up online at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0949a9a82aa6fd0-nergc. 
 

NEWS FROM THE SOCIETY FAIR CHAIR 
It’s a busy time, with many family associations, genealogical societies and historical societies confirming for 
the Fair.  While we have a good number of returning groups, there are also a number of first timers.  Let me 
tell you a little about our new attendees.  There is a new family association of “Doolittles, Morse/Moss, Crafts 
and Graves.”  They are looking forward to connecting with many relatives.  The Lexington Historical Society 
was quick to sign up last October.  Southington [CT] Genealogical Society was equally anxious to participate 
and signed up last October.  Another new genealogical society is the Polish Genealogical Society of 
Massachusetts.  The Maine Ulster Scots Project of the St. Andrews Society of Maine will be first-timers, and we 
welcome back to the Fair the Maine Old Cemetery Association.  The most recent confirmed attendees are the 
Association for Gravestone Studies, a national association with offices in Greenfield, Massachusetts, and the 
Afro-American Historical and Genealogical Society-New England Chapter.  All of these organizations are a 
welcome addition to the Society Fair taking place on Thursday, 27 April from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  There is 
still room and time to sign up.  Don’t forget it’s FREE!  You can get more information or register by contacting 
Phyllis Day, Society Fair Chair, at phyl@meganet.net. 
 

LIBRARIES, ARCHIVES AND MUSEUMS SHOWCASE 
We are excited about our institutional participants that will share their genealogical gems with us on Friday 
and Saturday.  On Friday we have two Connecticut exhibitors—a library and a historical society.  Saturday 
seems to be Massachusetts Day.  We have a museum, an archive, a university, and a library that will be 
showcasing a deed database that is searchable for deeds back to the 17th century.  There will be more 
information on each of these exhibitors in upcoming E-zines.  Be sure to watch for them.  Something for 
everyone!  There is still room and time to sign up.  Don’t forget it’s FREE!  You can get more information or 
register by contacting Phyllis Day, Libraries and Archives Chair, at phyl@meganet.net. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jenzinck@gmail.com
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0949a9a82aa6fd0-nergc
mailto:phyl@meganet.net
mailto:phyl@meganet.net


NERGC 2017 Special Interest Groups 
Special Interest Groups (SIGs)will be held on Thursday, April 27th, from 7:15 to 8:30 p.m.  They offer participants an 
informal opportunity to get together with others with similar interests to discuss ideas for genealogy research on a 
particular topic.  Room locations will be posted at the Conference.  The SIGS are: 
 

DNA Research: 
Genetic genealogy is the use of DNA as it relates to family history.  DNA is one of the most powerful tools 
available to modern genealogists.  Join us for a discussion about available tests, testing companies, and how 
personal genomics can help you advance your family history when your paper trail runs out.  Hosted by Jennifer 
Zinck. 
 

Genealogy Blogging: 
What is a genealogy blog?  Do you read genealogy blogs?  Do you write your own blog?  Have you ever thought 
of starting your own?  Come meet some bloggers and learn all about blogging!  Hosted by Heather Wilkinson 
Rojo. 
 

Irish-American Research: 
Can't find the place of origin for your Irish ancestor?  Come join Andrew Pierce as he leads a discussion group 
with other Irish-American researchers.  We will discuss sources and strategies for finding your elusive Irish 
ancestors across the Atlantic.  We will also discuss the ever-growing world of Irish research over the Internet and 
the best sources to use for doing Irish research here at home and in Ireland.  Hosted by Andrew Pierce. 
 

French-Canadian Immigrants from the Maritime Provinces to New England: 
Not all French Canadians immigrated to the United States from Quebec.  Many came from the Maritime 
Provinces of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island. Come to discuss and to learn about 
available resources and tips to find your ancestors in these provinces, as well as their distinct history and 
culture.  Hosted by Rob Gumlaw of the American-French Genealogical Society. 
 

Italian Research: 
Do you have Italian ancestors?  Italian genealogical research has exploded in the last twenty years.  The 
resources available to today's family historian will amaze you.  Bring along your research, problem ancestors, 
and questions about Italian records, and hopefully we will be able to give you new avenues and sources to 
further your family tree in Italy and the US.  Hosted by Mary Tedesco. 
 

Jewish Genealogy: 
Come join us to talk about strategies and hints for researching your Jewish ancestors.  Depending on your 
interests, we might look at how to find the records of your immigrant ancestors, both here and in the "old 
country"; how to find people if they've changed their names; how to find the villages that your ancestors came 
from; and how to locate families lost or scattered by the Holocaust.  Bring your questions and research 
problems, and we'll look at both online and local resources that could help you in your search.  Hosted by 
Meredith Hoffman. 
 

Scandinavian Research: 
Connect with other genealogists doing research in Scandinavia.  This is an ideal way to network with others who 
share your interest.  This special interest group offers something for genealogists at any level.  Hosted by Sharon 
Christenson. 
 

Polish and Eastern European Research: 
Confused by Eastern European historical geography?  Come learn about the numerous border changes and turn 
confusion into clarity.  The presenters will provide an overview of the topic and then offer strategies to identify 
and locate your ancestral village in the old country using both American and European sources.  You'll learn 
where records are and how to access them to continue your journey to your ancestral past.  Hosted by Prof. 
Jonathan Shea and Julie Roberts Szczepankiewicz. 
 

 



African American Research: 
Do you have African American ancestors? African American genealogical research has steadily progressed in the 
last decade, but brick walls are still common and hard to navigate around without the proper tools.  The 
resources available to today's family historian will amaze you.  Bring along your research, problem ancestors, 
and questions about African American records, and hopefully we will be able to give you new avenues and 
sources to further your family tree.  We will come together as a group and collectively discuss and explore areas 
of research unique to the African American community.  The group will discuss using a variety of sources, 
including, but not limited to sources such as: census records, Freedman Bureau records, and slave schedules, as 
well as other records that provide information for this special area of genealogy research.  Hosted by Ariana 
Fiorello. 
 

SOCIETY MANAGEMENT DAY 
Are you involved with the management of your society? Do you wish you could know more about building an 
exciting, strong society to pass onto the next generation of volunteers and Trustees?  Join us at NERGC's 
newest event, Society Management Day, on Wednesday, 26 April from 8:45 a.m. - 3:45 p.m.  You'll hear talks 
on specific management and twenty-first century challenges from three renown experts in the field, build 
connections with others, and be able to ask questions—all in an intimate, personal setting and a bargain at the 
Early Bird price of $40 before 28 February 2017.  (Lunch is not included, but you are invited to join the DNA 
group at their lunch at an additional cost.) 
 

LIBRARIANS AND LOCAL HISTORIANS DAY 
All librarians and local historians who work with genealogy-related research materials will benefit from this 
special event on Wednesday, 26 April from 8:45 a.m.-4:00 p.m.  Cost is $40 and includes lunch courtesy of 
ProQuest.  Presenters include:   

 Curt B. Witcher, manager of the Allen County Public Library’s Genealogy Center. He is a frequent 
speaker at RootsTech in Salt Lake City and other national conferences. Curt is a former president of 
FGS and NGS, and the founding president of the Indiana Genealogical Society. 

 Dr. Rhonda L. Clark, Associate Professor of Information and Library Science at Clarion University (PA).  
Dr. Clark co-authored Fostering Family History Services recently published by Libraries Unlimited Press 
in 2016.   

 William Forsyth, director of product management for ProQuest.  He is an experienced genealogist and 
a member of the member of the Association of Professional Genealogists. 

 
 

NEWS FROM THE HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE 
Hospitality means ensuring that everyone can enjoy the conference in Springfield.  For our guests who may 
have special dietary or mobility needs, as well as those with visual or hearing impairments, we've updated the 
Hospitality page of the NERGC Website to include information on accessibility/ADA compliance for 
transportation options, local research facilities, and some dining options.  Please note that scooters and 
wheelchairs can also be rented for the duration of the Conference.  Please check out the Hospitality page for 
more information. 
 

A REMINDER FOR THOSE WITH SPECIAL MEAL REQUIREMENTS OR ADA SPECIAL NEEDS 
Don't forget -- if you have needs related to meals, mobility, hearing, or vision which might affect your ability 
to fully participate in NERGC 2017, there's still time to make arrangements. 
 

If you're registering by mail, note the two comment boxes where you can list your needs on the last page of the 
brochure.  If you are registering  online, use the two comment boxes in the personal information section of the 
registration to note your needs. 
 

Already registered but have questions about access to area transportation, equipment, assistive hearing devices, special 
seating options and other accommodations you may need?  Feel free to email Pamela Roberts, PT, EdD. or call her at 
860-486-2406.  Note: Registrants with special meal requirement and/or mobility, hearing or visual special needs as 
outlined in the American with Disabilities Act must detail those requirements in writing to NERGC by 15 March 2017. 

http://www.nergc.org/hospitality/
mailto:drpampt@gmail.com


CALL FOR CONFERENCE VOLUNTEERS 
Did you know that NERGC's Conference is a totally volunteer-run event?  We're still looking for additional 
volunteers to help out at the Conference.  Contact Mary Choppa at MChoppa@myfairpoint.net for more 
information.  One volunteer need is outlined below.  We'll be publishing additional roles you can volunteer for in 
future E-zines and on the NERGC Web page, so keep an eye out for a way to be a major part of this great 
event. 

 
On-site Evaluation Chair Seeks 5 to 8 More Data Entry Volunteers 

Many thanks to those who already signed up!  We can make light of the work by adding a few more people to do 10 to 
15 hours of data entry between 29 April and 26 May 2017.  You may volunteer “just for the FUN of it” as a way to help 
NERGC provide this valuable feedback to speakers and NERGC leaders for future conference, OR to assist your 
Participating Society in meeting conference volunteer-hour expectations. 
To volunteer, please e-mail Pam Roberts with “NERGC On-Site Evals” as the subject and include: 

 Your full name. 

 Name of the Participating Society for volunteer hour credits if appropriate. 

 Preferred E-mail to receive your Excel workbook template. 

 The best way to reach you during the conference (if you are attending) and your preferred way to communicate 
both before and after the Conference.  

Pam is available to answer any questions about the task before, during, and after the Conference.   THANK YOU FOR 
CONSIDERING THE REQUEST. 

 

CHECK OUT THESE BLOG POSTS FEATURING SOME OF THE NERGC 2017 SPEAKERS 
 
Elizabeth Pyle Hander's interview with Maureen Taylor: 
https://frommainetokentucky.blogspot.com/2017/02/nergc-interview-maureen-taylor.html 
 
Marian Wood's interview with Janeen Bjork: 
http://climbingmyfamilytree.blogspot.com/2017/02/meet-nergc-speaker-janeen-bjork-expert.html 
 
Elizabeth Pyle Handler's interview with Diahan Southard: 
https://frommainetokentucky.blogspot.com/2017/02/nergc-interview-diahan-southard.html 
 
Heather Rojo's interview with Thomas MacEntee: 
https://nutfieldgenealogy.blogspot.com/2017/02/an-interview-with-nergc-2017-speaker.html 
 
Dan Young's interview with Denise Picard Lindgren about her presentation on French Canadian Sacramental Records  
http://discoveringyourpast.com/wp/2017/02/17/episode-4-french-canadian-sacramental-records/ 
 
Heather Rojo's interview with Edwin W. Strickland II 
https://nutfieldgenealogy.blogspot.com/2017/02/an-interview-with-nergc-2017-speaker_16.html 
 

 
 

   
WANT TO RECEIVE THE E-ZINE?  
To sign up for the E-zine, please contact  
Richard Roberts: RCR1861@Gmail.com 
and use "Subscribe NERGC E-zine" as the subject of 
the message.  
 

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK:  

    www.facebook.com/NERGC 
 

VISIT OUR BLOG: 

    www.NERGC.blogspot.com
 

mailto:MChoppa@myfairpoint.net
mailto:drpampt@gmail.com
mailto:drpampt@gmail.com
https://frommainetokentucky.blogspot.com/2017/02/nergc-interview-maureen-taylor.html
http://climbingmyfamilytree.blogspot.com/2017/02/meet-nergc-speaker-janeen-bjork-expert.html
https://frommainetokentucky.blogspot.com/2017/02/nergc-interview-diahan-southard.html
https://nutfieldgenealogy.blogspot.com/2017/02/an-interview-with-nergc-2017-speaker.html
http://discoveringyourpast.com/wp/2017/02/17/episode-4-french-canadian-sacramental-records/
https://nutfieldgenealogy.blogspot.com/2017/02/an-interview-with-nergc-2017-speaker_16.html
mailto:RCR1861@Gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/NERGC
file:///C:/Users/Richard/Documents/NERGC/NERGC%202017/Ezine/www.NERGC.blogspot.com

